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After many months of 
negotiations with various 
French mayors (none of 
who spoke any English) 
via a UK translator an 
exciting programme had 

been prepared. 
 
This tour was supported by many BB & 
GB companies with BADOTSA members 
attending to encourage and support the 
young people. The companies attending 
were from the 2nd West Kent, 7th 
Malvern GB, 1st Minster GB, 1st 
Harlington, 5th Croydon Pipers, 2nd 
Uxbridge, 1st Malvern BB and BADOTSA 
members from Peterborough, 
Loughborough, Newport S Wales and 
Ipswich along with members from the 
2nd Sawston BB who organised the 
whole event. 
 
There were two mass practises before 
the event to go through the agreed reper-
toire which included Shamrock, Bugler, 
Travelling Home and a new march written 
by LSA member Peter Williams from 
Enfield called Harmonious Medley which 
included the French national anthem. The 
pipers had there own set of music and 
looked magnificent in their kilts. 
 
Saturday was a day of travel with two 
coaches all heading for Newhaven – one 
a 60-seat double decker coach and the 
other a 52 seater coach supplied by 
Spike Transport Ltd. On arrival our tour 
vicar Rev Alan Partridge, vicar of St 
Mary’s Church, Sawston led us in devo-
tions followed by Rob Bolton our histori-
an who told us all what to expect the next 
day. 

On Sunday we all travelled to St Mare 
Eglise where the lone paratrooper still 
hangs from the church. After visiting the 
local museum we assembled and per-
formed in the market square. Our per-
formance  was attended by the local 
mayor. The afternoon included a visit to 
Utah Beach. 
 
Monday we travelled to Omaha Cemetery 
where we were allowed to play by the 
main USA memorial where so many had 
died on D Day. We were moved to play 
The Last Post at the cemetery along and 
participated in a short service during 
which the USA National Anthem was 
played. We then visited the Omaha beach 
and in the afternoon we visited Point Du 
Hoc where the USA Rangers climbed the 
cliffs to silence guns that they discovered 
had been moved back inland and not in 
place where they expected them to be. 
We also visited a German cemetery as 

we felt it important that the young people 
see both sides of war. 
 
Tuesday we visited Canada House and 
performed outside the Juno Beach muse-
um followed by another performance on 
the sea front at Arromanches (Gold 
beach), the site of the Mulberry Harbour. 
The weather was splendid and the local 
mayor attended along with a large crowd.  
 
Later we visited Bayeux Cemetery where 
we paid our respects at the  grave of a 
young BB man Horace Sherriff , aged 19, 
who died on D Day, 6th June 1944. 
Crosses were laid. 
 
Next Day, Wednesday we started early 
and visited Merville Battery and then 
played Last Post at Ranville Cemetery 
where the first person to die on D Day 
was buried. The church was left open for 
us and we saw the Pegasus window. 

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE AND 
THE D-DAY LANDINGS 
75TH ANNIVERSARY BOYS’ BRIGADE BAND TOUR

After two years of 
planning 85 members 
of the BB & GB left the 

shores of the UK 
to travel to Normandy 
at the end of October 
2019 to discover and 
perform as a band at 

various venues 
across Normandy.

We then moved onto visit Pegasus 
Bridge. 
 
We had tried for many months to get 
the mayor to agree to close this bridge 
for our parade but he had refused as 
the diversion for traffic was 22 miles. 
We however made a passionate 
appeal to the British High 
Commissioner in Paris and he kindly 
spoke to the mayor who then agreed to 
“re-consider”. 
 
We did not know for sure that the 
bridge would be closed until we 
arrived... but we found 12 policeman 
and signage waiting for us along with 
the local mayor in splendid attire. The 
bridge was closed to all traffic for 30 
mins and the mayor joined us as we 
played the French National Anthem in 
the middle of the bridge. We then pro-
ceeded into the Pegasus Bridge muse-
um where we played to large crowds. 
 
The real honour is that I (Paul 
Whitmell) was handed a bugle played 
on D Day to rally the men who had 
landed by parachute. I was asked to 
play The Last Post on this historic 

instrument atop the original Pegasus 
Bridge, which is in the museum 
grounds; this was at quite a height but 
it was an honour and a privilege to do 
this in memory of those that did not 
come home. 
 
Finally we visited the Bill Millin Memorial 
where the 5th Croydon played to honour 
a BB man who led the men ashore play-
ing the pipes he had learnt as a boy 
whilst in the BB in Scotland. 
 
The final fun evening included a “camp 
concert” and final devotions. 
 
In order to make this trip cost effective 
we were able to secure a grant from the 
National Heritage Lottery Fund for 
£10,000, a grant of £2,000 from AE 
Thomson and a grant of £500 from the 
LSA, to help those on low income. We 
send our thanks to the LSA for your 
support to so many young people. 
 
We are now working on producing a DVD 
of the tour for those in the band along 
with a DVD telling the story of BB men 
who fought in the D Day campaign. We 
are also producing a book to support our 

research. We hope to have these avail-
able in January 2020. 
 
What we have gained from this event 
was BB comradeship and a vast 
improvement in bugle and pipe band 
work in the Brigade today. We originally 
aimed to take a maximum of 60 on this 
tour but this increased due to demand 
to 85. 
 
Our thanks to Alex Easterby who led 
us as bandmaster sand who was so 
ably supported by Chris Noble, Hazel 
Wallis and Paul Hotton as section 
heads. The Pipe band was superbly 
led by Jon Tickle. 
 
The Brigade is still very much alive in 
2020 and we hope that this experience 
will remain with many young people for a 
long time as they remember the sacri-
fices made to free Europe.  
 
We also hope that this tour has encour-
aged and helped further develop bugle 
band work in the Brigade of today. 
 
Paul Whitmell - Tour Organiser 
Brent Greenwood - Tour CO
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